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the night, the British bombarded the fort with 
hundreds of shells and rockets, but at ‘‘dawn’s 
early light,’’ the outnumbered American de-
fenders still held the fort, refusing to sur-
render, and a massive 30 foot by 40 foot 
American flag still flew defiantly over Fort 
McHenry. The unsuccessful British sailed 
away for good. Francis Scott Key, upon see-
ing the flag, wrote our national anthem that is 
sung on the 4th of July throughout the prairies 
and plains of America. 

But, Key also has a Texas connection. Be-
fore Sam Houston made his way to Texas, he 
served with Andrew Jackson in the Indian 
wars and was elected United States Con-
gressman for Tennessee for two terms and 
served as Governor of Tennessee. 

After his governorship, Houston spent time 
in Washington, DC, during the 1830s advo-
cating on behalf of the Cherokee Indians and 
denouncing the corruption in the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs. 

In 1832, Congressman William Stanbery 
from Ohio made slanderous accusations about 
Houston and the Cherokees on the floor of 
Congress. One morning, Houston was leaving 
a boarding house on Pennsylvania Avenue 
and saw Stanbery walking down the street. A 
confrontation occurred between the two men 
over Stanbery’s statement. A street brawl re-
sulted. Sam Houston thrashed and viciously 
beat Congressman Stanbery with his hickory 
walking cane for Stanbery’s derogatory re-
marks on this House floor. Stanbery then 
pulled a pistol and put it to the chest of Hous-
ton, but the pistol misfired. Houston, now real-
ly mad, continued the trashing of Stanbery. 
Fate saved Sam Houston’s life. 

The United States Congress ordered the ar-
rest of Sam Houston, charging him with as-
sault and demeaning a Member of Congress. 
Houston was tried before Congress. The trial 
lasted a month. 

Houston spent one full day on this House 
floor in boisterous oratory stating his positions, 
that he was defending his honor; Stanbery 
was the aggressor; and anyway, Stanbery de-
served the severe caning. 

So what does Francis Scott Key have to do 
with any of this? Francis Scott Key was Sam 
Houston’s defense lawyer. He did an admi-
rable job in the defense of this later Texas 
hero, but after the trial was over, Houston was 
found guilty, publically reprimanded and or-
dered to pay a $500 fine. Houston refused to 
pay the fine and, rather than face more prob-
lems with Congress, left Washington that 
same year and began a new life and political 
career in—Texas. 

After defeating Dictator Santa Anna on the 
marshy plains of San Jacinto, Houston be-
came the first president of the Republic of 
Texas. 

After Texas was admitted to the United 
States in 1845, he was a United States Sen-
ator and then Governor of the State. Houston 
is the only person to serve as Governor and 
Member of Congress from two different 
States. 

Sam Houston’s troubles with the legislative 
bodies continued, however. When Texas 
voted to leave the Union in 1861, the Gov-
ernor, Houston, refused to take the oath to 
support the Confederacy. So the Texas legis-
lature removed General Sam from the office of 
Governor. 

Too bad. Maybe if Francis Scott Key had 
been Sam Houston’s lawyer before the Texas 

legislature, the outcome might have been dif-
ferent. 

And the rest, they say, is Texas history. 
And that’s just the way it is. 
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Wednesday, June 25, 2014 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to recognize the Na-
tional Turkey Federation’s 25th anniversary of 
Turkey Lovers’ Month this June. 

In the 1780’s, Ben Franklin wrote a letter to 
his daughter, extolling the virtues of the tur-
key. In this letter Franklin said the bird’s roots 
are grounded in America and its courage, 
when in the farm yard, is without contest. For 
this reason, and many more, it is fitting to re-
mind Americans that June is Turkey Lovers’ 
Month. Turkey consumption in the United 
States has increased 110 percent since 1970. 
At that time, 50 percent of all turkey con-
sumed was during the holidays. Today, more 
turkey is consumed year round, with just 31 
percent of all turkey being consumed during 
the holiday season. Over the years, turkey 
producers and processors have diversified 
their product lines to include ground turkey, 
breakfast sausage, tenderloin, turkey leg, 
breast, and fresh-sliced deli meat. 

The average American consumer enjoys 16 
pounds of turkey annually. Residents of the 
great State of California eat more turkey than 
any other state, exceeding more than 600 mil-
lion pounds per year. In fact, California’s per 
capita consumption of turkey meat is 21 
pounds, five pounds higher than the national 
average. In 2012, California turkey producers 
raised over 15.5 million birds, ranking our 
state among the top 10 highest turkey pro-
ducing states and home to household names 
such as Foster Farms, Zacky Farms, Willie 
Bird Turkeys, and Pitman Farms. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the 25th anniversary of Turkey 
Lovers’ Month. 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 4631, The Autism 
Collaboration, Accountability, Research, Edu-
cation, and Support (CARES) Act of 2014. 
This legislation will reauthorize research and 
education activities related to autism spectrum 
disorders, allowing us to continue making 
progress toward understanding how autism 
works and assisting those who are impacted 
by it. 

Autism affects 70 million families worldwide, 
and one in 68 children born in the United 

States. The bill we are considering today will 
help to give hope to every mother and father 
whose sweet baby doesn’t smile or babble, to 
the child who rocks obsessively, to the teen 
locked in his own mind who is shunned by 
classmates, and to the aging parents who fear 
for their adult child’s care when they are gone. 
All of these families need our continued sup-
port to thrive. 

I would like to thank Autism Speaks South 
Florida and all of the advocates who work tire-
lessly to support autism families and research, 
and I am glad that this legislation will help 
them continue their fantastic work. This is a bi-
partisan effort to fund autism research and 
help reduce the strains on families dealing 
with autism. I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote. 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 19, 2014 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4870) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2015, 
and for other purposes: 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Chair, as ranking 
member of the subcommittee on Workforce 
Protections that has jurisdiction over this 
issue, I rise in opposition to the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Michigan. 

Earlier this year, Chairman WALBERG and I 
raised bipartisan concerns with the Office of 
Federal Contract Compliance (OFCCP)’s en-
forcement activity with regards to TRICARE 
participants. Under the OFCCP’s 2010 direc-
tive, there was very real concern that any hos-
pital that participated in TRICARE would be 
considered to be a federal contractor under 
the OFCCP’s jurisdiction. While I support the 
mission of the OFCCP, I shared the concern 
of many that application of the agency’s con-
tracting rules could disrupt the vital mission of 
providing quality health care for our active 
duty servicemembers, retirees and their fami-
lies. 

To this end, as a conferee on the FY2012 
National Defense Authorization Act, I sup-
ported language clarifying that a TRICARE 
health care provider was not a federal con-
tractor or subcontractor. Despite the clear con-
gressional intent in that language, and the 
withdrawal of the 2010 directive that is the 
subject of this amendment, our recent hear-
ings in the Workforce Protections sub-
committee on the subject showed there was 
still a great deal of misunderstanding over the 
reach of OFCCP into TRICARE providers. 

That is why I deeply appreciate the personal 
engagement of our Secretary of Labor, Tom 
Perez, in hearing out our concerns and taking 
action to address them. As the gentleman 
noted, Secretary Perez has already addressed 
this matter through Directive 2014–01 estab-
lishing a moratorium on the OFCCP’s enforce-
ment activity with regards to TRICARE partici-
pants, addressing many of the concerns 
raised on the floor here today. For instance, 
instead of a temporary one-year rider pro-
posed through this amendment the Secretary’s 
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